OUTDOOR LEARNING LAB

The Outdoor Learning Lab offers tremendous potential
to expand Holliday Park’s educational mission beyond
the walls of the nature center and will make it possible
for park staff to educate thousands of additional
visitors each year.

Major Design Elements Include:
- A natural stream water feature as the central unifying element
- Outdoor classroom with covered seating for 50 participants and a
ire pit
- Thoughtful native planting beds with expanded sighage and
obblestone edgin

- All elements will be fully accessible and will provide learning
opportunities for those unable to utilize the trail system

PRECEDENT IMAGES EXECUTIVE SUMMARY CONCEPTUAL PLANT PALETTE

“...the land is singularly suited to be a place for recreation and the study of nature and the grounds should be used as a public park and a playground.”
John Hampden Holliday

Timeless words matching the fimeless vision John Hampden Holliday had for Holliday and skimmers. Adjacent to the stream and pools, several small group gathering areas
Park. Since the Holliday estate was turned over to the City of Indianapolis 84 years ago, have been designed. The pathways provide direct access to the stream and pools in
Holliday Park has witnessed much change: several locations. A stone bridge flush with the pathways has been designed to provide
. Initial clearing of fallen frees and underbrush. unimpeded access across the stream immediately north of the boulder classroom
. Initial lion of pathways and dways. space.
. Creation of several ponds through damming of stream channels in the
ravines. The existing boulder classroom space has been enhanced with additional boulder
. Development of a botanic garden setting boasfing the largest collection of seating, access steps, and an shade The shade is an option
plants between Philadelphia and $t. Louis. that may be phased in at a future date.
. The park’s public opening in 1940.
. Establishment of The Ruins, a feature unique to Holliday Park and the Trailhead 4 has been d with an expanded gath area, a way ing kiosk, 4 VPP Gt
Midwest. a diinking fountain including a pet fountain, and a stone seat wall. PINK FLOWERING s i BLUE HILL BLUE STAR
. Establishing the park as a center for environmental education in the early DOGWOOD :‘,,z"":f;&vt SALVIA
1980s. Atthe east end of the gardens, alarge interprefive area has been designed to mimic the AT
. Establishment of the Friends of Holliday Park. foundation of the original Holliday House that once stood on the site. A large gathering
. Construction of the Nature Center and Gardens. area of li 1 fines, ded by Indiana li 1 blocks of varying sizes along

STREAM CHARACTER LIMESTONE SEATING . Refurbishment of The Ruins. with bench/natural boulder seating and interpretive signage have been designed. This
space also serves as the trailhead for Trail 3, which has been re-established inits previous
In recent years the gardens on the east side of the Nature Center have fallen into location between the gardens and Trail 4 to the east. The re-established Trail 3 includes
disrepair and are no longer supporting the original vision of environmental education stone steps and li 1 fines i asa iion down the existing hillside to the . < 3
and enjoyment John Holliday spoke about so many years ago. The following specific east of the Holliday House Interpretive Area. The large circular pathway surrounding the » po PEE-WEE ,' s 3 CARADONNA
design/project goals have been idenfified by the Indi lis Department of Parks and existing Ginkgo tree immediately west of this space mimics the drive circle that once HYDRANGEA < SALVIA
Recreation and the Friends of Holliday Park: stood in front of the Holliday House.
. Replant and reduce the size of the plant beds to minimize maintenance,
and impi i tal educational use. Thep yi diately north of the existing st steps/stone wall has been expanded
. A central pond/water feature to increase habitat diversity; enhance the to include a area with trees, large shrubs to
4 visual aesthetic of the existing gardens; and to be used as an educational screen the HVAC unit and flowering perennials for visual interest.
) resource for the staff.
t’ . Redefine existing and new plant bed edges. Throughout the gardens, sealing opportunities have been provided through a 3 \ v
. Impi Trail 3 and 4 trailhe ad: g an ofb hes, natural b stone walls, and limestone blocks. R £ 2%
INTERERETIVESIGN Ebég‘::.‘fzgxiys experience between the frail system and the Nature Center. GLOWING EMBERS 3 » S as BLUE ANGEL
4 = Improve the visual and wayfinding experience of the gardens through The P y surface is pacted i fines. This ial is both HYDRANGEA HOSTA IRIS
plant choices and signage. low and cost . the p ys meet existing woodland
The new gardens have been designed to enhance, support, and compliment the areas or planting beds, natural cobblestone edging has been designed as a low-
original vision John Holliday had for the property when he purchased it 124 years ago; maintenance edging solution. The natural cobbles, 8-12 inches in diameter, will be
the existing character of Holliday Park; and the current use of the Nature Center as a installed in a concrete base below the level of the pathways.
hub for i ion, i ion, and enjoy t.
To manage the storm water exiting the roof of the Nature Center, a rain garden has been
Direct access from the Nature Center into the gardens and Trails 3 and 4 has been designed. The rain garden will encourage infiliration of the storm water. Any excess
intained and enh d with wider pathways of li i fines. storm water will be routed to an outiet point outside the gardens via storm drain piping.
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To compliment the location of Holliday Park along the White River, the central A stones have been provided in the new planting beds to
element of the gardens is a natural stream with several waterfalls and ponds for allow for ease of plant Low plants have b
interaction and education. The stream will include il ing pump(s). Final plant selection and is to be ined.
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